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2018 ANNUAL MEETING RESULTS

	 ●	All	Faiths	Elects	New	President,	Vice-President 
	 				and	Three	Directors 
 
	 ●	Bylaws	Revisions	Approved 
 
	 ●	Green	Sanctuary	gets	Green	Light

Passover Potluck Seder
Thursday, April 5 

6:30 p.m.
Sign Up on the Bulletin Board 

Burns Supper 
Hosted by Rev. CJ 

Friday, April 6 - 6:00 p.m. 
Tickets Still Available - $25 

Traditional Scottish Meal 
and a bagpipper too!
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Mission Statement

“All Faiths
Unitarian Congregation
is a welcoming,
caring community,  
seeking diversity,  
practicing openness, 
and encouraging 
personal and spiritual 
growth...

“We are working 
toward a  just, 
free, peaceful and 
compassionate 
world....”

taining for all who attended.  
We look forward to this be-
coming a yearly tradition.

The board also appreciates 
the work of Bill Snider and 
Regina Kilmartin for their 
leadership in LIFE.  Most 
of the work at All Faiths 
has been done by these two 
people alone.  Due in large 
part to their dedication and 
work,  All Faiths had almost 
50 people in attendance for 
the Nehemiah Action.  Board 
members encourage that the 
congregation and leadership 
review their commitment to 
LIFE and decide how to be 
more involved throughout 
the year.

At the Annual Meeting the 
congregation elected four 
new members to the Board 

Board Notes  by Diane Cartwright, President

The All Faiths Board of 
Governors met on March 21, 
and the 2018 Annual Meet-
ing was held March 25.  The 
board meeting was the last 
for Diane Cartwright, Bill 
Snider, Dave Slocum, and 
Robert Bennett.  

At the board meeting 
members retiring from the 
board were honored with 
kind words and ice cream 
cake.  All of us retiring ex-
pressed our thanks to staff 
and board members with 
whom we have served for the 
honor and privilege of work-
ing for the common good of 
this congregation.

Some actions and responsi-
bilities discussed at the meet-
ing will be forwarded to the 
new board for discussion and 

final decisions.  These items 
include All Faiths’ involve-
ment with LIFE; the appoint-
ment of a Volunteer Coor-
dinator to facilitate finding 
volunteers for the set-up and 
take-down during events, the 
moving of furniture, and oth-
er work-related projects; and 
establishment of a prioritized 
Wish List of desired items 
for All Faiths that are outside 
the budget.

The board learned that 
the first All Faiths Auction 
Event earned over $5,000.  
The board appreciates the ef-
forts of Kendra Maroon and 
all those who donated time 
and/or items for the auction 
to make this night such a suc-
cess.  The auction was not 
only profitable, it was enter-

of  Directors:  Lee Page, 
President and Board Chair; 
Chris Stotler, Vice-Presi-
dent and Board Vice-Chair;  
Eileen Moran, Director; and 
Doug Cartwright, Director, 
and re-elected Barbara Gais-
er to serve her second term as 
Director. 

Revisions to the Bylaws 
were presented  and ap-
proved; the 2018-2019 Con-
gregational Budget was 
presented and approved; the  
Green Sanctuary initiative 
to engage the process of  be-
coming a UUA-accredited 
Green Sanctuary congrega-
tion  was presented and ap-
proved.

“Peace and justice are two 
sides of the same coin.” 

  —Dwight D. Eisenhower

All Faiths Collection Schedule 2018
Share-the-Plate Outreach Funds
March 18  Lee County Homeless Coalition
April 15  Operation Joy
May 20  Standing Up for Racial Justice Fort Myers
June 17    Lee County Homeless Coalition
July 15   And Literacy For All
August 19  Operation Joy
September 16  Standing Up for Racial Justice Fort Myers
October 21  Operation Joy
November 18  Operation Joy
December 16  Lee County Homeless Coalition

Food, Clothing, and Other Collections
McGregor Clinic - February 18, March 18, April 15, May 20,  
   June 17, July 15, August 19, September 16, October 21,  
   November 18, December 16 
Pet Shelter -  April 29, July 29, September 30, December 30
Mano a Mano - December 9

Second Collections
Minister’s Discretionary Fund - March 4 
Employee Bonuses - December 9 
 
The February 18 Share-the-Plate resulted in $156.90 to And Literacy for All
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From McGregor Boulevard  
by Rev. CJ McGregor

One part of our New Mem-
ber Orientation involves re-
viewing our history in social 
justice as Unitarian Univer-
salists. This is followed by 
a discussion of all the social 
justice projects that the con-
gregation supports and is 
involved in. The Member-
ship Committee is becom-
ing more and more careful 
with how this information is 
presented because it is easy 
to overwhelm those who re-
ceive the information. The 
Committee is careful to point 
out that participants in the 
orientation don’t have to be 
involved in or support all 
of the congregation’s proj-
ects, but the hope is that new 
members will find their place 
in our justice program. So-
cial justice has always been a 
focus of our faith and of our 
congregation.

Recently, I received an 
email from a member who 
is Buddhist. He wrote, "I am 
a bit torn on the concept of 
social activism, including so-
cial justice concepts. As my 
spirituality evolved toward 
Zen Buddhism, I found that 
understanding each aspect/
side of a situation and the 
non-distinction of "correct" 
and "incorrect" really spoke 

to me, as well as the concept 
of passive resistance. I sense 
a more active, sometimes 
almost militant approach to 
some UU activities, and I am 
trying to reconcile this with 
my own spirituality. I do feel 
compassion for those who 
are victims of social injustice 
(myself included), but I am 
conflicted in how to recon-
cile social activism to oppose 
social injustice with the con-
cept of forgiveness and uni-
versal compassion."

This member is correct. 
Sometimes Unitarian Uni-
versalism can project what 
I call "social justice funda-
mentalism." That is, our faith 
and congregations can be-
come militant about the fact 
that as Unitarian Universal-
ists we MUST actively sup-
port and participate in justice 
work and if we don't, we are 
not UU enough. This verges 
on dogma for me. 

At All Faiths we are really 
good at reminding ourselves 
that all people, of all faiths, 
no matter whom they love 
are welcomed. A few weeks 
ago I listened to a Christian 
sermon from our pulpit that 
would surely send some Uni-
tarian Universalist congrega-
tions into revolt. I was proud 
and comforted that though 
we might have winced a lit-
tle, we were respectful and 
found the nugget of truth in 
that sermon. We are also re-
ally good at relieving the 
burdens that weigh heavily 
on people's lives and work-
ing to avoid environmen-
tal collapse through justice 

work. But, what does this 
mean for the Buddhist mem-
ber who emailed me? What 
does it mean for some who 
step back from social justice 
work within the congrega-
tion?

If we are truly inclusive, 
we allow one another to par-
ticipate in justice work as we 
are called and as we are able. 
If one's theology or abilities 
don't allow for a role in jus-
tice work, I tell them not to 
worry. We have many that 
are inspired to be on the front 
lines of justice work. I ask 
them to consider supporting 
the mission of the congrega-
tion rather than only social 
justice activities.  If they do 
this, they are supporting the 
congregation in becoming 
who we are and are meant 
to be. Support the mission. 
Be passively resistant if you 
must.

The Rev. Dr. Rebecca 
Parker reconciles social ac-
tivism with forgiveness and 
universal compassion. She 
writes: "Devotion to life in 
this world opens the eyes and 
the heart to life's beauty. Thus 
awakened, we become fierce 
opponents of injustice as a 
contradiction to the good that 
is here, now, in this world--
goodness that requires our 
advocacy, reverence, and 
committed love." Parker is 
saying that our response to 
injustice can be to protest 
and actively resist or it can be 
simply becoming awakened 
to injustice, to forgive, and 
live compassionately. Both 
are responses. Both bring us 
closer to the world we dream 
about. Rumi tells us, "Let the 
beauty we love become the 
good we do."

That's good advice.      
        – Blessings, CJ

If you bought your ticket at the auction, you're all set;  
just show up. If you didn't, there are a few tickets left. 

$25/person - call the office 239-226-0900. 
Prepared by our own

Scotsman, Rev. CJ McGregor!
Traditional Scottish fare will be served

Oat cakes and Scottish cheeses
whiskey shortbread

Haggis with red currants
stuffed salmon

tatties and neeps
mushy peas

trifle
wine and single malt whiskey

There will be a bagpiper and the reading of poetry!

BURNS NIGHT SUPPER 
Friday, April 6 - 6:00 p.m.



Page 4 Connections April  2018

Ongoing Events at All Faiths
Happy April 
  Birthday to you!

 

Book Club & Brown Bag - April 9 at 12pm
Meeting on the 2nd Monday of the Month 
Contacts:		Diane	Chernow,	dianecher@comcast.net	and
																	Annely	Hudanick,	annelyblue@hotmail.com 
Be	prepared	to	give	a	brief	talk	about	a	book	you're	reading	or	
you	have	read.

Pathways Loss Support Group 
Meeting weekly on Tuesdays at Noon 
Contact:  Fran Way, franwayrn@aol.com 
Grief	is	a	difficult	journey,	but	you	do	not	have	to	travel	it	alone.	
If	you	have	experienced	a	loss	in	your	life,	you	are	invited	to	join	
this	group	where	you	can	share,	listen,	make	friends,	and	find	
support.	Open	to	the	general	public.	

Meditation - Wed. at 7pm & Friday at 10:30am 
Wednesday Contact:  Lisa Leonhardt, kindreds@aol.com
Friday Contact:  Jeanne Ezell, jeannezell@gmail.com 
Join	friends	to	develop	your	mindfulness,	compassion,	and	sense	
of	serenity.

Free Inquiry Group (FIG) - April 19 - 6pm 
Tracy Hollister will	speak	about	"The	7	lessons	of	the	marriage	
equality	movement	and	how	they	may	be	applicable	to	the	free	
thought	movement"  
Contact:  Sharon Gray, geema1@yahoo.com
The	first	segment	of	each	FIG	meeting	is	a	social	time.		Second	
segment,	tons	of	insightful	topics	and	discussions.	

McGregor Clinic Collection - Sunday, April 15 
Collection is on the third Sunday of every month. 
Coordinator:		Joyce	Schaffer,	joycelschaffer@gmail.com
Please	donate	non-perishable	foods	such	as	cereal,	peanut	
butter,	tuna,	as	well	as	men's	and	women's	clothing	to	help	HIV/
AIDS	patients	and	their	families.		This	month	the	clinic	would	
appreciate	CEREAL	over	other	non-perishable	foods.

All Voices Choir Practice- Mondays at 4:45pm  
Contact:  Joseph Brauer, jodabrauer@gmail.com

Contact:		Annely	Hudanick, 
annelyblue@hotmail.com

April 1 Carol Heilsberg

April 3 Bill Snider 

April 4 Joy Ellyn Ryan

April 4 Barbara Goolsby

April 10 Diana Camp

April 14 Susan Stocker 

April 19 Diane Cartwright 

April 20 Joy Reinhart

April 24 Ann Batal 

April 24     Louise Close

April 27 Kathleen Weber

April 28 Fearn Richards 

Solos Group Events 

Everyone is welcome to join the solos for 
outings and lunch w/wo a movie date. 
The potlucks, however, are reserved for 
"single" solos. 
 
Sat. April 07, 1pm - Potluck at Annely 
Hudanick's House, 239-208-4903

Sat. April 21, 1pm -  Lunch w/wo a 
movie, Mexico Lindo Restaurant, 3724 
Del Prado Blvd. S., Cape Coral FL 33904

  

And Coming Up...

If you are missing or see someone 
who is missing from the birthday 
roster, please let Regina know.

May 5 Doug Jeranson 
May 7 Ed Kleinow 
May 8 Ray Kocol 

Happy Easter!
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April 2018 Calendar 
         Sunday                 Monday             Tuesday              Wednesday          Thursday               Friday              Saturday

See the calendar on-line:  http://www.allfaiths-uc.org
Updates & Corrections will be on the website in Red Print.  

9am & 11am 
Service

10:10 am 
Adult Ed. Forum 

10am 
Sun. Service 
Team Mtg.

10:30am
Meditation

7pm
ACMA Concert 
Helm Avakin w. 
Chuck Williams 

opening

6:30 pm 
FIG Meeting

10:30am
Meditation

10:30am
Meditation

7pm
ACMA Concert 

Jennings & 
Keller w.  

Mary Dahl & 
Carolyn Stanley

1pm 
Solos Lunch

9am & 11am 
Service 

(Share the Plate)
10:10 am 

Adult Ed. Forum

6pm
Congregational 
Meeting with 

NAACP

7pm
Meditation

7pm
Meditation

10 am 
Finance Comm. 

Meeting

McGregor Clinic 
Collection 

12pm
Exec. Comm. 

Meeting

12pm 
Loss Support Gr. 

4:45pm 
Choir Practice

4:45pm 
Choir Practice

12pm 
Loss Support Gr.

12pm 
Loss Support Gr.

3:45pm
Board Meeting 

12pm 
Loss Support Gr.

6-7:30
PFLAG Mtg. 

5 6 7

1098 131211

15 19181716

14

242322

2120

3029

28272625

6-7pm
Yoga 

(Visuality)

1pm Solos 
Potluck

@ Annely
Hudanick's 

7pm
ACMA Concert 
HomeGrown: 

Hank Woji, 
Robert Bidney, 

David Hintz 

1:30pm
CAT Meeting

6pm
Social Action  
& Outreach

10:30am
Meditation

Easter Sunday 

12pm 
Book Club

4:45pm 
Choir Practice

4:45pm 
Choir Practice

1 2 3 4

7pm
Meditation

10:30am 
McGregor 
Clilnic Tour 

1pm 
Teaching Tues. 

"Islam"

6pm
Rev. CJ's 

Burns Dinner

7pm
ACMA Concert 
Roy Bookbinder 
w. Karen Cohen 

opening

6:30pm
Passover 

Seder 
(Potluck)

4:30pm
Visuality 

Youth Group

9am & 11am 
Service

10:10 am 
Adult Ed. Forum 

9am & 11am 
Service

10:10 am 
Adult Ed. Forum 

9am & 11am 
Service

10:10 am 
Adult Ed. Forum 

Earth Day 6-7pm
Yoga 

(Visuality)

1pm 
Teaching Tues. 

"Who's In 
Charge Here?"

1pm 
Teaching Tues. 

"Mano a Mano"

Animal Shelter 
Collection 
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Treasurer's Report 
by Joyce Ramay, Finance Chair

 
 
At the end of eleven months of our fiscal year, we show 
a loss of $10,746. This is partially due to some non-re-
curring expenses associated with the ministerial search 
and the bank refinance fees. We had big insurance ex-
penses of $7,468 in February. Printing and reproduction 
costs were higher than usual because of extra mailings  
and revision of our stationery to include the new logo. 

 Cash Assets 2-28 -18
 Total   84,331.51
 Prior Month  85,519.60   
  
 Net Gain/Loss           (-1,188.09)   
    
 February P&L  
 Income  22,083.16  
 Expenses  22,206.14  
 Gain/Loss  (-  122.98)  
   
 11 Months P&L
 Income  178,803.95   
  
 Expense  189,550.00
 Gain/Loss  (-10,746.05)

We appreciate the work of Kendra Maroon and other 
volunteers who organized and conducted our Auction, 
which earned over $5,000. Our special collection for the 
Minister’s Discretionary Fund produced $3,406. The 
Board approved a new practice of sharing the plate on 
the third Sundays each month, which resulted in $156.90 
for Literacy in February, and $180.40 for Homeless Co-
alition in March. 

The Stewardship Drive led by Doug Cartwright and 
his team resulted in a 92% response on both the amount 
pledged and the number of pledgers, which exceeds the 
UUA suggested amount of 85%. Based upon those re-
sults, we were able to propose a budget of $228,187 for 
the fiscal year April 1, 2018 to March 31, 2019.

We thank all those who have made contributions of 
time, talent and treasure during the past year. With the 
tremendous amount of support and enthusiasm demon-
strated by our members and friends, we can look for-
ward to a wonderful year ahead. 

The Climate Action Team would like to 
thank the congregation for its enthusiastic 
approval of our application for Green Sanc-
tuary certification.  It has been three years 
since All Faiths first formed its Climate Action 
Team and the support of this congregation 
remains a vital component in our continuing 

growth and development as your advocate for living sustainably 
on this overly burdened planet.

Sunday, April 22nd, is Earth Day.  We are asking for your direct 
participation in our plans to celebrate this special day with an 
EARTH DAY PLANT SALE.  Please arrive at services on the 22nd 
with a plant (or plants) to donate to the sale.  Please purchase 
one or more plants to take home with you for your garden, lanai 
or somewhere in your living space as a daily reminder of your 
love for the earth and your ongoing support for the work of the 
Climate Action Team.  This sale will help fund our future activi-
ties.

At our April CAT meeting, scheduled for 1:30 p.m. on Tuesday, 
April 10th, we will be discussing plans for an educational outreach 
program to children in local summer programs to help them 
learn about the environment and the impact of climate change.  
The team is currently researching materials available online and 
identifying local groups who host children’s summer programs.  
If you have any information that would be useful to us, please 
send an email to Joan Marshall at jfmdbm@yahoo.com or call 
845-661-1652.

Our meetings are open to all interested parties.  We hope you 
will join us as we plan future activities and help us to grow stron-
ger as we reach out to our congregation, our community and the 
world that sustains us.

Happy Earth Day!

Climate Action Team 
by Joan Marshall, Co-Chair

Social Action & Outreach 
by Richard Keelan, Chair

As a result of our Commitment Fair held on March 
4, many of you have expressed interest in being on one 
of five potential teams that will be researching ways All 
Faiths gets involved in helping with hunger, homeless-
ness, racial justice, and climate action in our community.  
The fifth team will support All Faiths presence at com-
munity events.

Members from the SAO committee will be reaching out 
to those of you who signed up to schedule an initial meet-
ing and get the ball rolling.   

mailto:jfmdbm@yahoo.com
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Herman Bips (1921-2018) died at the age of 97.  He was 
a founding member of All Faiths, and a retired Methodist 
minister.  We extend our sympathy to his family.

Mary Corrigan’s father passed away. We extend our 
sympathy to Mary, Ed and all their family.

Ernie Fierro was able to rejoin us at services. It was good 
to have him back with us. We hope that he continues to 
improve 

Jolene Jeranson reports that she is able to walk around 
the house now after hip surgery. We hope she continues to 
make progress.

Trudy Morris fell and had to have stitches on her forehead. 
We hope that she has a speedy recovery. 

We are happy that many of our snowbirds have been able to 
join us here in Florida’s paradise this season – particularly 
since the northern part of the country had such a bad winter. 
And for those who did not make it this year, we hope you 
will be with us next year. 

Joys & Sorrows
With our apologies for any omissions, here are the joys & 

sorrows of our members expressed in March:

April Sermons 
"Transformation"

April 01 – Easter Sunday – Roll That Stone Away, 
                by Rev. CJ McGregor
                Music by Ron Erickson and Barbara Kraichy                              
                on Violin and Harp, All Faiths Choir and  
                Joseph Brauer

April 08 – The Practice of the Wild, 
                  by Rev. CJ McGregor
                  Music by Joseph Brauer

April 15 – Antimatter, by Rev. CJ McGregor
                  Music by Joseph Brauer

April 22 – Earth Day – Lessons from a Frog,  
                  by Joan Marshall
                  Music by Joseph Brauer and Kody C. Jones

April 29 – Reinterpretation, by Rev. CJ McGregor
                 Music by Joseph Brauer

April Adult Ed. Forums 

April 1 Sun. Adult Ed. Forum
10:10AM Short Stories Series:

"The Man that Corrupted Hadyburg"
by Mark Twain
AF Sanctuary

April 8 Sun. Adult Ed. Forum
10:10AM Short Stories Series:

"The Short, Happy Life of Francis
Macomber, by Ernest Hemmingway
AF Sanctuary

April 15 Sun. Adult Ed. Forum
10:10AM "The Lottery" by Shirley Jackson

AF Sanctuary
April 22 Sun. Adult Ed. Forum
10:10AM "There Will Come Soft Rains" by

Ray Bradbury
AF Sanctuary

April 29 Sun. Adult Ed. Forum
10:10am "The Diamond as Big as the Ritz"

by F. Scott Fitzgerald
AF Sanctuary

At our annual meeting on March 25, we elected a new 
and wonderful slate of All Faiths members to serve on the 
Board of Directors, but I wanted to add the congregation’s 
thanks to those who are going off the Board. Your loyal 
service over the past several years is much appreciated.

Those departing include Diane Cartwright, chair and 
president; Bill Snider, vice-chair and vice-president; Rob-
ert Bennett, governor, and David Slocum, also governor.

Your leadership brought us through change and transi-
tion, and the successful installation of a settled minister. 
Thank you, all, for stepping up to lead us forward at a time 
which could have proved to be much more difficult than 
it was.  

The congregation owes its Board volunteers a lot. 
Thanks again.

A Note of Thanks to our 
Outgoing Board Members

by Carol Elrod, Chair, Nominating Committee
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Together on the Journey 
                          by Fran Way, Member Services

Each month the newsletter will profile an All Faiths' veteran 
and/or new member. This month we feature Carol Heilsberg 
and Mary Ellen Fritz.

                                                          
              Carol Heilsberg 
  Member Since November 2017 

After Carol Heilsberg moved to a 
condo within a mile of All Faiths, she 
stopped in to visit and learned from Rev. 
CJ that the congregation had just hired 
a new music director, who was form-
ing a choir. Perfect, because as Carol 
said, “music and singing are my life.” 

She returned, visited services, joined 
the new choir and became a member of the congregation during 
Founders Day, February 18. To make the celebration even more 
significant, the choir performed two beautiful selections during 
that service!

Carol’s father, a Brooklyn native, met her mother, a Maine 
native, when he spent summers at his family’s summer home 
in Skowhegan. After they married, the Heilsbergs lived all over 
central Maine where Carol’s father held teacher, principal and 
superintendent positions.  Carol, who has two sisters who still 
live in Maine, attended elementary schools in Waterville, Old 
Town and Orono and was graduated from high school in 1966 
in Brewer, Maine. She majored in music at the University of 
Maine in Orono. 

At her mother’s insistence, Carol took a semester of typ-
ing in high school to provide an entry into the business world.  
Following college, she started working as a secretary and then 
filled subsequent roles with a Community Action Program to 
include the Urban Adult Learning Center. There she worked 
with immigrants and others learning English and preparing for 
their GEDs.  Later, she worked as a paralegal for lawyers in 
Portland.

In that city, she joined the Congregational Church choir and 
also sang in a community choir.

Ten years ago, Carol was invited to join a lawyer friend who 
had moved to California. They became partners, living first in 
Southern California and then moving to the northern part of the 
state. She describes Red Bluff as “a little cowboy town.”  She 
joined a Presbyterian church there and sang in that choir, too. 
When the couple decided to relocate closer to Maine, Carol said 
“we packed up and drove across country, making the trek from 
the Grand Canyon to Graceland.” 

 Florida seemed to be a possible geographic compromise. Be-
cause her partner David’s parents had once had a place in Clear-

water, he was somewhat familiar with the state, so they decided 
to investigate further, finally settling on Ft. Myers. They bought 
the condo and rented it out for a year before taking possession 
a few months ago.

Asked about her goals for her membership, Carol says that 
she finds the high level of intellectual stimulation at All Faiths 
attractive, along with “so much laughter and freedom.”  Besides 
her participation with the choir, Carol wants to contribute what 
she can to the life of the congregation and is interested in book 
discussions, ecology and the climate action group.  She and Da-
vid are both newly retired and want to spend time exploring 
Florida.

She admires the energy in the congregation and says, “For 
now I will contribute what I can and am open to more.”

       

Mary Ellen Fritz was born in 
Boone, Iowa, on December 21, 
1953, and lived in Iowa until 2017, 
when she moved to Fort Myers.  
She grew up in Cedar Rapids, 
where she moved when she was 
three.  She went to college in Iowa 
City and after she married moved 
to Bettendorf, one of the five Quad 

Cities Metropolitan Area located in northwestern Illinois and 
southeastern Iowa.

Mary Ellen graduated from the University of Iowa in 1977, 
one of only five women receiving a pharmacy degree.  She first 
worked in a hospital and in retail settings, but in 1999 decided 
she wanted to learn something new. She trained in electronic 
health records, using the CERNER hardware system.  After 
training she went to work as a clinical informaticist for phar-
macy at HPG, a company she believes in and has worked for 
since 1999. She went back to work for HPG recently and has 
been working in California. Her professional goal has always 
been to help patients, and she feels she now does so through 
building CERNER hardware systems for hospitals and clinics. 
The benefit of working in California is being able to spend 
time with her granddaughter, but she is planning to be back in 
Fort Myers early in April.   

Mary Ellen and her husband Denny married in 1977 and 
reared two sons.  Their older son, Sean, was diagnosed with 
ADHD, leading Denny to become a stay-at-home dad before 
the label existed.  Their younger son, Brian, had three open 
heart surgeries.  Denny and Mary Ellen told their sons after 
they graduated from college to pursue their dreams, telling 

(continued on page 9)

Mary Ellen Fritz
Member Since February 2018
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Teaching Tuesday 
Programs 

Tuesday April 10, 1-2:30 pm Community Room
Led by Rev. CJ McGregor 

Who's In Charge Here?: The Complex Relationship 
Between Ministry and Authority
We will look at the historical and social context that 
creates the conditions for Unitarian Universalists' 
struggles with ministry and authority. It considers what 
we mean by ministry and authority. Who has authority in 
our congregations? Who does not? What kinds of conflicts 
arise around these questions, and how can we address them 
in ways that are in harmony with our Unitarian Universalist 
aspirations and Principles?  (Meeting in the sanctuary).

Tuesday April 17, 1-2:30 pm Community Room
Led by Joan and Segundo Velasquez

 
Long-time All Faiths' members Segundo and Joan 
Velasquez co-founded Mano a Mano in 1994, intending 
to redistribute medical surplus from the U.S. to Bolivia 
where it could literally make the difference between 
life and death.  Nearly 25 years later, Mano a Mano has 
distributed over 3,500,000 pounds of medical surplus, 
established 162 medical clinics, built sixty-two schools, 
nine water reservoirs, 870 miles of roads, and created a 
demonstration farm, all serving marginalized indigenous 
communities.

Watch a brief overview video; learn about the recent travel 
to Bolivia; hear stories from the people who benefit from 
these projects; engage in conversation with Segundo and 
Joan about what makes this transformative social justice 
work sustainable. 

 
Tuesday April 24, 1-2:30 pm Community Room

Led by Lubra Alam 

Islam scholar, Lubra Alam, will offer answers to our 
questions about Islam and provide an overview of Islam 
and its relationship to other World Religions.

LGBTQ Gathering
April 26, 2018 - 6 p.m.

Rev. CJ and Richard Keelan invite the LGBTQ 
of All Faiths to their home for conviviality.  It's 
a chance to get to know one another. RSVP 
Rev. CJ at 508-736-6250.

them that it would become more difficult as they got older.  The 
advice seems to have made an impression: Sean now works for 
Google and lives in California, while Brian lives in Fort My-
ers, where he is a Nurse Practitioner with Lee County Health 
System’s GI Clinic.  Sean and his husband, Tim, adopted a baby 
girl, holding her in their arms shortly after her birth.  She, Juli-
anna is now one year old. 

Sean and Tim were the first same-sex couple to be married 
in Iowa in a three-hour window of opportunity in Des Moines. 
Their marriage attracted a great deal of attention, including na-
tional television news.  The Catholic Diocese, the family had 
belonged to for many years condemned their marriage and told 
Sean and Tim that they could never enter their church again.  
Mary Ellen said to herself, “That’s enough.”  When her hus-
band had a heart attack and died in their living room, Mary El-
len knew only that he wanted to be cremated and she wanted a 
ceremony to celebrate his life.  She called the Unitarian Church 
in Davenport, and their retired minister came to her home and 
offered his support. 

When she moved to Fort Myers, Mary Ellen first visited 
our sister congregation and found it to be much like her UU 
church in Davenport. However, when she first walked into our 
All Faiths building, she immediately felt at home.  She enjoys 
the feeling of a true family, supporting each other—exactly 
what she needed.  She also appreciates the strong commitment 
to serving our community and what she sees as a solidness of 
helping people and of calming people.

Mary Ellen volunteers for the Gulf Coast Animal Rescue 
Center.  She also enjoys the creative outlets of crocheting and 
making cards.

Journey Mary Ellen Fritz (Cont'd) 
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Annual Meeting Highlights 
March 25, 2018 

by Ed Elrod, Board Secretary 

In March 2018 All Faiths rolled out a Small Group 
Ministry (SGM) program titled Reflections. We need 
volunteers to help coordinate the small group ministries.  
Please contact Rev. CJ if you are interested in facilitating 
or joining a group.

What is SGM?
Small groups of 5-6 people that meet monthly in someone's 
home or at our building.  Each group has a facilitator that 
will lead the group. It's an opportunity to go deeper with 
messages coming from our pulpit.

What happens at SGM meetings? 
Group meetings are guided by session plans that are 
simple and include opening words, lighting the chalice, 
topic discussion, reflection, and closing words.

Where do the topics come from? 
Rev. CJ picks a monthly topic related to one of  his 
sermons for the month.

How do I get involved? 
During February we provided an insert in the order of 
service asking you to provide information that will help 
us schedule three groups that you can choose from. We 
are looking for people who might act as facilitators/hosts.  
The program began in March 2018.

What does SGM offer? 
SGM offers a sense of community, connection to larger 
meaning, deeper feeling, a connection to the sacred, a 
place to belong, a place to hear and be heard, a place to 
talk about what matters most, and a place to seek meaning 
about life.

Small Group Ministries

The meeting was called to order by Diane Cartwright, Presi-
dent and Board Chair, at 10:04 am. 

Rev. CJ McGregor lit the chalice & gave a blessing. 
Diane Cartwright thanked those who created and contrib-

uted to All Faiths' first comprehensive Annual Report. 
The Minutes of the 2017 Annual Meeting were approved.
The proposed budget was reviewed by Joyce Ramay, Fi-

nance Committee Chair, highlighting areas of the seven per-
cent increase.  Joyce thanked the Stewardship Committee for 
their good work, provided a breakdown of the statistics of the 
pledge drive, and highlighted the major changes in the new 
budget. 

Bill Snider presented the revisions proposed to the bylaws.  
Diane Cartwright thanked the Bylaws Committee, Bill Snider, 
Marsha Bates, Sharon Gray, and Joyce Ramay.

Carol Elrod, Chair of the Nominating Committee, presented 
the nominees for the board:  

Lee Page, Board Chair and President
Chris Stotler, Board Vice-Chair and Vice-President
Barbara Gaiser, Governor* 
Doug Cartwright, Governor* 
Eileen Moran Governor*
*(to be named Directors upon approval of bylaws changes) 
Diane Cartwright recognized the service of the outgoing 

board members, and Joyce Ramay recognized the service of 
Diane Cartwright, outgoing Board Chair and President.

Karen Grabia and Sharon Gray explained why we needed to 
vote on All Faiths' applying to be a “Green Sanctuary.”

The congregation unanimously voted to elect the proposed 
slate of nominees to the board.  They also unanimously ap-
proved the proposed budget and bylaws revisions, and the ap-
plication to apply for Green Sanctuary status.

Rev. CJ held a moment of silence for those members who 
passed away during the year:

 Joe Guardiano                     Archie Goodwin
 Stephen Mullins                  Beverly Simpson
 Carol Papke                         Herman Bips
 Joe Whitehill

Rev. CJ extinguished the chalice, and the meeting was ad-
journed.

Second Meeting Planned 
with NAACP 
April 25, 2018 - 6 P.M.

The Congregation will meet for the second time with 
the NAACP on April 25 at 6:00 p.m. so we can learn 
how to become better allies. All are encouraged to 
come with questions.
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Children's R.E. Notes

Children's R.E. is held in the Robinson Room  
during the 9 & 11 a.m. service on the  

2nd & 4th Sundays, and 11 a.m. on all other Sundays

April Cleaning Crew Volunteers 

			Before	April	01			Ed	Kleinow	&	Joyce	Ramay 
			Before	April	08	  Doug	Deininger			 
			Before	April	15			Sharon	Gray	&	Bill	Snider 
			Before	April	22			Can	You	Fill	This	Spot? 
			Before	April	29			Solos	Group 
    
         Thank you all for doing such a great job all year.                 
                        We need a few more volunteers. 
        If you can help, please call the office 239-226-0900 
 

   Americana Community  
   Music Association

April 2018 Concert Line-Up 
 Concerts Start at 7pm 

$15 General Public/$10 ACMA Members

   Saturday - April 7
Helm Avakin 

w. Chuck Williams opening

Saturday - April 14 
Roy Bookbinder 

w. Karen Cohen opening 
 

Saturday - April 21 
Jennings and Keller 

& Mary Dahl and Carolyn Stanley

Saturday - April 28
HomeGrown:  Hank Woji, 

Robert Bidney, David Hintz 
(General Membership Mtg. 6 p.m)

April 01 - Intergenerational Service

April 08 - This session introduces the notion that our 
interconnectedness with one another and the Earth forms 
the basis for understanding justice and goodness. Our 
well- being is linked to the well-being of those around us. 
Not just the well-being of humans, but also the well-being 
of the animals and plants that share this planet with us; not 
just our friends and neighbors, but also people who live 
on the opposite side of the world. When we understand 
the full implications of our interdependence, justice and 
goodness are natural and necessary responses.

April 15 - In this session, children are introduced to their 
own conscience as an inner voice that can guide them to 
make choices that effect goodness and justice. The children 
will hear a Buddhist story about a boy who recognizes that 
whatever action he takes, he will be watching himself, and 
questioning whether it feels right or wrong. Through the 
story, the children explore times in which they listened to 
their inner voice and acted on their conscience. They will 
also explore why it is sometimes hard to hear or follow 
our conscience.

April 22 - This session introduces faith, hope and prayer 
as tools that can help us discern the path of goodness and 
justice. Participants will hear a story in which a shah decides 
to test a poor Jewish man's faith and creates challenges for 
him to face. Through prayer, the Jew expresses his trust 
in God and finds answers to each dilemma created by the 
shah. Ultimately, the poor man teaches the shah the value 
of a faithful life.

April 29 - To explore the experience of empathy is to 
understand more deeply the first Unitarian Universalist 
principle: the inherent worth and dignity of all people 
(and all beings.)

Mano a Mano 
will Present at Teaching 

Tuesday
Join Joan and Segundo Velasquez on April 17 at 
1:00 p.m.  to learn about the latest excursion to 

Bolivia, which included All Faiths member, Sharon 
Gray.  There will be a presentation 

and short video.  Save the date!
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Communications 
Regina Kilmartin 

Newsletter 
Regina Kilmartin 

Proofreaders 
Carol Elrod, 
Joyce Ramay

Social Media & Website 
Regina Kilmartin, Kendra Maroon, 

Sharon Gray, Steve Pennisi
Adult Education Forums 

Pat Nuding

Member Services
Greeters 
Fran Way

Care and Support 
Joyce Ramay

Finance 
Joyce Ramay

Stewardship Committee 
t/b/d

Nominating Committee 
Carol Elrod

Sunday Services
Joyce Ramay

Sound Technician
Ed Elrod

Building and Grounds 
Michael Pierre

Social Action & Outreach 
Richard Keelan

Climate Action Team 
Joan Marshall

 All Faiths Unitarian Congregation 
2756 McGregor Blvd., Fort Myers, Florida 33901

Phone: (239) 226-0900  Fax: (239) 278-5743 
Email: office@allfaiths-uc.org        Website: www.allfaiths-uc.org

Board of Directors: Lee Page, President; Chris Stotler, Vice-President; 
Sharon Gray, Treasurer; Ed Elrod, Secretary; Diane Cartwright, Past Chair; 

Directors:  Doug Cartwright, Barbara Gaiser, Annely Hudanick, Lisa Leonhardt, Eileen Moran.
Staff:  Regina Kilmartin, Administrator;  Joseph Brauer, Music Director; Joe Gayton, Sexton; Robert Bennett, Hospitality

Minister: Rev. CJ McGregor - Cell: 508-736-3361
Minister Emeritus: The Rev. Dr. Wayne Robinson

Deadline for the May Issue of Connections
April 18 

(Brief announcements may be accepted later, 
and will be included if space and time permit.)

OFFICE HOURS: 9am to 4pm, Monday thru Thurs; 
9am to 12:00pm, Friday and Sunday.

Congregational Administrator:  Regina Kilmartin

L.I.F.E. 
Bill Snider & Regina Kilmartin

McGregor Clinic 
Joyce Schaffer
Mano a Mano 
Charlotte Blitt
Operation Joy 

Annely Hudanick
Animal Ministry 
(seeking leader)

APRIL ODYSSEY 
featuring 

David Hauenstein
Monday, April 9, 2018  

7:00 p.m.

This month Rev. CJ has 
scheduled an Odyssey with 
All Faiths' member David 
Hauenstein.  Each month Rev. 
CJ will host an evening program 
where he will “interview” a 
congregant.  It will be a mix 
of interview, storytelling, and 
an intimate look at the life and 
story of our members. 

Seder (Potluck) 
April 5, 2018 - 6:30

Celebrate Passover
Sign-up	on	the	Bulletin	Board	

Contact	Rev.	CJ	for	what	to	bring:	 
revcjmcgregor@gmail.com

Pet Shelter 
Collection

April 29 is our 5th Sunday Pet Shelter Collection 
Please	bring	dog	&	cat	food,	litter,	cleaning	supplies, 

towels,	blankets,	pillow	cases,	sheets. 
Sharon	Gray,	Coordinator 
geema1@yahoo.com

 


