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Board Notes by Chris Stotler, Board Chair
The Board meeting was
held on April 17, 2019.
The Board started our new
church year with a retreat at
Sharon Gray’s home on April
6th. The retreat started by
welcoming new board members and allowed all board
members to get to know each
other better. The majority of
the retreat time was spent
setting priorities for the new
year. A big thank you to
Kay Riegler for her excellent
work in helping with meeting preparation, facilitating
the retreat, and keeping us
focused. This enabled us to
accomplish the retreat objectives.
The first order of business at our regular April 17th
board meeting was to elect
the Chair and Vice Chair.
The Board asked me to continue filling the Chair position, which I agreed to do.
After considerable discus-

Mission Statement
“All Faiths
Unitarian Congregation
is a welcoming,
caring community,
seeking diversity,
practicing openness,
and encouraging
personal and spiritual
growth.
“We are working
toward a just,
free, peaceful and
compassionate
world.”
Page 2

sion, the Board elected Doug
Cartwright to the Vice Chair
position. Doug accepted the
nomination on a temporary
basis, agreeing to serve until
fall. Doug brings excellent
experience to the position
and he is here year round to
chair meetings while some
Board members are at their
northern homes during the
summer.
Your Board approved a
proposal to hold a Youth
Racial Justice Summit at All
Faiths this summer prior to
school starting. The summit
will be a one-day event
involving youth ages 12-18.
Several local organizations
and area churches will be
contacted and requested to
send youth delegates. Rachel
Spiller is organizing the
Summit. She will be asking
for a few helpers.
The Board approved a
request from the Buildings

and Grounds Team to paint
the deck (several boards had
been replaced and had not yet
been painted). They also approved the construction of a
milkweed nursery at the end
of the deck.
The Board will be conducting a performance review of Rev. CJ McGregor
following the UUA program
“Fulfilling the Call.” Once
we have organized and structured the process, we will accept written input from Congregation members. Rev. CJ
requested the review and the
Board recognizes the process
as a good practice to provide
him helpful feedback.
On the financial side, the
Board responded to requests
from the Finance Committee. Changes were approved
in our Legacy Fund and our
Operating Reserve investments. These changes enable
us to earn more interest while

continuing to preserve capital. A campaign to reduce our
mortgage was approved. The
slogan of the effort is “Sustain the Light, Burn the Mortgage.” All funds contributed
to this drive, which are separate from pledges received,
will go directly towards the
mortgage principal. This will
reduce interest payments,
and will enable early payoff of the mortgage. The
Finance Committee happily
reported that we finished the
year in the black. Revenues
exceeded expenses due to
tightly controlled expenses,
the proceeds from our FUNraisers, and some generous gifts received in the last
month. All funds borrowed
from the Operating Reserves
were returned, enabling us to
start the new fiscal year with
a clean slate.
(Continued on page 3)

All Faiths Collection Schedule 2019
Share-the-Plate (10% of undesignated donations on the 2nd Sunday of the month)
May 12
Holidays without Hunger (Hunger Team)
June 9		
Showing up for Racial Justice (Racial Justice Team)
July 14
Lee County Homeless Coalition (Heart for Homeless Team)
August 11
Operation Joy (Back to School)
Food, Clothing, and Other Collections
McGregor Clinic - May 19, June 16, July 21, August 18
Pet Shelter - June 30, September 29, December 29
Mano a Mano - December 8
Second Collections
Employee Bonuses - December 1
The April Share-the-Plate resulted in $223 to The Community Forum Foundation
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From McGregor Boulevard
by Rev. CJ McGregor

I will turn 50 this month. I
know for some of you turning 60, 70, 80, 90 or in Trudy
Morris' case, 101, this isn't
such a big deal. I agree.
The half-century mark isn't
so bad. So what if it was,
there's nothing I can do to
stop it from happening. I'll
keep trucking with my hearing loss, baldness, trick knee,
and other gifts offered at 50.
I've scheduled a mid-life
crisis. I guess I'm supposed
to go get a spray tan, spend

my savings on a shiny red
car with only two seats, become obsessed with my appearance, and replace my old
friends with younger friends.
At least now I'll have an excuse for those mood swings.
So, if you see me wearing
hair on a Sunday I'd be delighted if you'd act like it’s
always been there. Hey, it
could happen!
Yes, I'm transitioning from
a young person to an older
adult. This calls for some sort
of evaluation of my life, comparing what I've achieved
in life to what I wanted to
achieve in my life. This
doesn't make sense to me
because I created these goals
when I was just a punk and

my values and what I hold
dear have changed. What that
punk didn't know was that he
doesn't control most things.
He didn't know that keeping up with neighbors is not
happiness. He didn't know
that his youthful appearance,
and slenderness, I might add,
didn't make him a valuable
and useful person.
I sat him down and offered
some half-century wisdom.
He is responsible for his happiness. He needs to forget
about the past because it cannot be relived. He needs to be
open to the future as it is certain to bring experiences not
asked for or wished for. He
needs to be concerned about
making each day meaningful,

whatever that may be to him,
and not others. He needs to
remember the negative voice
in his head is not his and stop
listening to it.
No matter how old we are
our work is to live meaningfully, love fully, and be present in each day. I welcome
the arrival of my birthday. I
am happier and more content than I've ever been. I
know I'm enough and have
laid down all the unnecessary facades. It's true there is
a certain age you realize that
you are better off with gratitude, authenticity, and a new
sports car. Let us all return to
the wisdom I have found at
50 and simply be and simply
live.
– Blessings, CJ

Joys & Sorrows
With our apologies for any omissions, here are the joys & sorrows
expressed by our members. We extend our healing thoughts and prayers to:

Board Notes

(Cont'd)

We placed large print
hymnals on the “wish list.”
The wish list contains items
that are needed but are not in
our current budget. They are
$50.00 each. If you would
like to purchase one, see
Regina.
We have a new time
for board meetings. It is
now 1:00 p.m. on the third
Wednesday of each month. If
you have items for the board
to consider please contact me
or another board member.
Our next board meeting is
May15th at 1:00 pm. Members are welcome to attend.
Page 3

Ellie Boyd went to the ER with internal bleeding which was successfully treated. We hope
that she continues to do well.
Jan Guardiano had surgery to insert a pacemaker for her heart. The result has been good
and we hope that she continues to benefit.
Ed Kleinow "joined the club" by having knee replacement surgery. We hope that the rehab
goes well and that he will soon be back with us.
Rosemary Loveday passed away after a long and brave struggle with breast cancer. We
will always remember her smile and sense of joy which she displayed always.
Trudy Morris, after celebrating her 100th birthday a few months ago, has moved to assisted
living. We hope that she enjoys the company and services she receives there.
And Congratulations to:
"Weezie" Close on the birth of her new grandchild.

Wayne Dean, on the acceptance of his abstracts for the 33rd Annual International Radon
Symposium in Denver Colorado Sept. 9 – 11, 2019.
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Happy May
Birthday to you!
May 7

Ed Kleinow

May 13

Annely Hudanick

May 15

Audrey Olson

May 22

Laurie Babcock

May 23

Jeanne Ezell

May 25

Lisa Leonhardt

May 26

Marge DiGalbo

May 27

Rev. CJ

May 29

Mary Ellen Taylor

May 30

Nancy Frasca-Cabazares

And Coming Up...
June 1 Jeannine Martin

Happening at All Faiths
Book Club & Brown Bag - May 13 - Noon

Meeting on the 2nd Monday of the Month
Contacts: Diane Chernow, dianecher@comcast.net and
Annely Hudanick, annelyblue@hotmail.com
Be prepared to give a brief talk about a book you're reading or
you have read.

Worldview - No Session in May

Meeting on the 1st Wednesday of the Month
Contact: Lewis Robinson, lewrob@comcast.net
Go to www.allfaiths-uc.org . Click on "Worldview Article" or check
your emails on Monday.

Meditation - Wed. at 7pm & Friday at 10:30am

Wednesday Contact: Lisa Leonhardt, kindreds@aol.com
Friday Contact: Jeanne Ezell, jeannezell@gmail.com
Join friends to develop your mindfulness, compassion, and sense
of serenity.

All Our Losses, Thurs. May 16 at 6:00pm

Meeting monthly on the 3rd Thursday of the Month
Contact: Donalie Benyak, bdbenyak@gmail.com
Grief is a difficult journey, but you do not have to travel it alone.
If you have experienced a loss in your life, you are invited to join
this group where you can share, listen, make friends, and find
support. Open to the general public.

Solos Group Events
Contact: Annely Hudanick,
annelyblue@hotmail.com
Everyone is welcome to join the solos for
outings and lunch w/wo a movie date.
The potlucks, however, are reserved for
"single" solos.
Saturday, May 4 at 1 p.m.
Potluck at Annely Hudanick's
(239) 549-2236

McGregor Clinic Collection - Sunday, May 19

Collection is on the 3rd Sunday of Every Month
Coordinator: Joyce Schaffer, joycelschaffer@gmail.com
This month the clinic is in need of clothing, high protein and nonperishable foods.

All Voices Choir Practice - Mondays at 4:45pm

The choir is recruiting new members. You do not have to be a
professional singer or read sheet music to join. Go ahead, give it
a try, it'll be fun.
Contact: Joseph Brauer, jodabrauer@gmail.com

Saturday, May 18 at 1pm
Lunch w/wo a Movie
Saigon Paris Bistro
12995 S Cleveland Ave

Page 4

Connections

May 2019

May 2019 Calendar
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday
2

1

3

Friday

Saturday

10:30am
Meditation

4 1pm Solos
Potluck

7pm
Meditation

5

10:30am
Service &
Children's RE
9:30 am
Adult Ed. Forum

12 10:30am
Service &
Children's RE
9:30 am
Adult Ed. Forum
Share the Plate
Mother's Day

7

6

4:45pm
Choir Practice

26

10:30am
Service &
Children's RE
No Adult Ed.
Forum

Memorial Day
Cookout

9

10am
Finance Comm.
Meeting

1:30pm
Climate Action
Team Mtg .

14
13 10am
10am
Sun. Services
Membership
Team Mtg .
Mtg.
12pm
Book Club

7pm
Meditation

15 10am
Racial Justice
Team Mtg.
1 pm
Board Meeting
7pm
Meditation

4:45pm
Choir Practice
22

21

20
19 10:30am
Service &
Children's RE
9:30 am
Adult Ed. Forum
McGregor Clinic
Collection

8

4:45pm
Choir Practice

27

6-7:30
PFLAG Mtg.

28

16
2pm
Homeless Action
Team Mtg.

7pm
Meditation

29

6:30 pm
Movie
"Toxic Puzzle"

1pm
Documentary
"Dolphin Man"

30

7pm
ACMA Concert
Tim McGeary
w.
Bill Veach
opening

17 10:30am
Meditation

18 9:30am

24

25

6pm
All Our Losses
Support Group

23

Memorial Day
7pm
Office Closed LIFE Celebration
@ Mt. Hermon
No
Choir Practice

12pm
Exec. Comm.
Meeting

10 10:30am
Meditation

7pm
ACMA Concert
Robert Bidney
CD Release,
Special Guest
Fernando
Perdomo
11

10:30am
Meditation

Newcomers
Orientation
1pm
Solos Lunch
7pm
ACMA Concert
Dan Navarro
w. Andy Getch
opening

4:30pm
Visuality
Youth Group

31
10:30am
Meditation

7pm
Meditation

Check the online calendar at: http://www.allfaiths-uc.org
for post-printing updates
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Is Unitarian Universalism
for kids?
by Michelle Richards

We teach even the youngest members of our congregations
that they are welcome in our community because we like to
hear their voices, we like to hear their ideas, and we think
they are special. We believe children should not only be seen
but heard—and even listened to.

In a world where our children and youth are constantly bomFrom 3/8/2010 UU World Magazine, published by the
barded with pressure to be better-looking, stronger, smarter,
Unitarian Universalist Association.
A friend of mine told me recently that someone in her and funnier, we welcome them into our religious community
congregation said she wasn’t sure Unitarian Universalism and teach them that their ideas matter. We give them faith in
was really for kids. This is a rather difficult idea for me to themselves and a safe spiritual community where they can
swallow since I am actively raising my children—a seven- celebrate their uniqueness—not strive to overcome it.
year-old son and a fourteen-year-old daughter—as Unitarian
Universalists.
If we were merely a group of people who have rejected the
faiths of their childhoods and fallen in with other skeptics, I
might agree that we have little to offer children. But I believe
Unitarian Universalism is much more than a place to go when
you’re running away from something. At the heart of our religion is the idea of questioning, seeking, wondering, exploring ideas, and changing our minds when new things become
important. And isn’t that what childhood is all about?
Most children handle ambiguity quite well. After all, their
world is full of uncertainty. They learn about divorce and
wonder if their parents will stay together. They learn about
death and are concerned about when they or their loved ones
will die. They even wonder what tomorrow will bring—is it
a school day or a weekend? While they ask a lot of questions,
they are used to a certain level of ambiguity about the world
that many adults would find difficult to stomach.
What do we have to offer our children and youth to deal
with the pressures they face on a daily basis? What skills
do we give our children to help them cope with the bumpy
roads they will travel on life’s journey? If we don’t give them
easy assurances or definite answers, what do we have to give
them?
One answer is that we teach our children to have faith in
themselves—that they are each, in essence, a spark of the
divine. Through upholding our First Principle—the inherent
worth and dignity of every individual—we teach them that
they are winners in the competition of life. They don’t have
to prove anything to us. They don’t have to recite a creed or
profess a belief in something they don’t necessarily understand. We accept them for who they are and love them for
their unique individuality.

Let’s Help Rapid Rehousing
Get Cookin’
Kitchen Supply Drive
May 5, 2019 - Before and After Service

The Heart for the Homeless Team will be sponsoring
a “Kitchen Supply Drive” to help support the Rapid Rehousing initiative. Donations will be accepted before and
after service on Sunday, May 5, 2019.
We are asking the Congregation to donate any “gently
used” dishes, dishcloths/towels, glassware, silverware,
baking and cooking utensils, pots, pans as well as small
appliances that they are no longer using. Rapid Rehousing, which is supported by the Salvation Army, which
will put to immediate use all those things in your kitchen
cabinets and drawers you haven’t used in ages.
Rapid Rehousing is an intervention designed to help
families who do not need intensive and ongoing support,
exit out of homelessness and return to permanent housing.

Unitarian Universalism also offers our children and youth
the gift of community. Our religious communities give them
supportive friends and an extended family to help them
through the worst that life offers—and to celebrate their successes.
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The Heart for the Homeless Team meets on
the third Thursday of the month at 2:00 p.m.
Please join them if you would like to get
involved in the good work they are doing in
our community
May 2019

Climate Action Team News
by Joan Marshall, Co-Chair

Many thanks to everyone who participated in the Climate Action Team Earth
Day celebration on Sunday, April 14th.
We appreciate all those who brought
and/or bought a plant as well as those
who contributed to our worship services
and to our Adult Education Forum. Our
Forum guest speaker, Joe Bonasia, spoke
about a CAT partner organization, the Citizens’ Climate
Lobby and about the Energy Innovation and Carbon Dividend Act which our U.S. House Representative, Francis
Rooney, helped to introduce. Joe has promised to return for
a more in-depth discussion of this important legislation. Be
sure to look for an announcement. You won’t want to miss
this chance to learn more about an essential component in
our struggle to reverse the ever-increasing amount of carbon
we are adding to our atmosphere.
We highly recommend another important event about
reversing global warming, “Introduction to Drawdown,”
which is being offered by another one of our partner organizations, the Pachamama Alliance, at 6:30 p.m. on Thursday,
May 2nd at the Unitarian Universalist Church of Fort Myers
at 13411 Shire Lane. Learn about both existing and new
technologies to draw the CO2 out of earth’s atmosphere.
We have the solutions. Our job is make sure they get implemented.
Last December a number of you joined us to watch the
closing segment of Al Gore’s global telecast “24 Hours of
Reality.” There is now a Lee County chapter of Climate Reality, the organization Al Gore created to train Climate Reality Leaders to help educate others about climate change.
Their kick-off meeting was held last month on Sanibel and
the chapter will hold its next meeting on May 7th in Fort
Myers (Location TBD). This is an outreach organization
with several local Climate Reality Leaders ready to present
to your community, business, educational or government organization. CAT will be working with them to identify opportunities for these highly effective presentations. Please
email Joan Marshall (jfmdbm@yahoo.com) with your suggestions such as the community where you live or organizations you belong to or know about. Help us make climate
change the issue everyone wants to do something about as
we head into the primary season for the 2020 election. The
clock is ticking on earth’s future. It’s time to act.
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INVITATION
ALL FAITHS NEWCOMERS ORIENTATION

Hosted by Rev CJ McGregor and the
Membership Committee
Saturday, May 18
9:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.

2756 McGregor Boulevard, Fort Myers
How much do you know about our All Faiths congregation? How much do you know about Unitarian Universalism? Did you know that UU congregations are self-governing, and that authority and
responsibility are vested in the membership of the
congregation?
At All Faiths we want our members and friends to
understand what we believe in, what we strive for,
and what we celebrate. We encourage every member to participate actively in their faith community.
If you are considering becoming a member, if you
are a relatively new member, or if you're just curious, we invite you to come on Saturday, May 18 at
9:30 a.m. for snacks and an informative workshop
that will bring you up to speed on our faith community. Visitors are welcome, too!

All Our Losses
Formerly known as New Pathways, we
have reimagined our group that gathers to
support one another through loss. All Our
Losses will meet once per month on the
third Thursday of each month at 6:00 p.m.
in the Sanctuary. The group is open to all
and is a group for those experiencing loss of
all kinds. Donalie Benyak will facilitate the
group. You can contact Donalie at:
bdbenyak@gmail.com

Connections
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Toxic Puzzle

Sustain the Light
Burn the Mortgage!

Friday, May 10, 2019 at 6:30 p.m.
Recommended by Kay Riegler - "a must see movie"

This month the Stewardship Committee kicks
off their Burn the Mortgage Campaign
In 2010 the Congregation purchased
2756 McGregor Boulevard
for $400,000 with a $290,000 mortgage.
In 2016 the Congregation refinanced the
mortgage for $190,000.
As of April 21, 2019,
we only owe $151,234 on the mortgage.
If 20 people donated an extra $100 a month,
and the rest of us donated what we could
towards the principal, we could burn this
mortgage in less than four years!

"It seems to be a
political issue; I don’t
understand.
People should not
be exposed to
cyanobacteria. Word
needs to get out that
these toxins are very
dangerous."
– Dr. Paul A. Cox
We are on the brink of an ecological catastrophe. Due
to pollution from agriculture and cities, and with climate change compounding the situation, cyanobacterial
blooms are growing in frequency and duration. Toxic
blooms now occur in lakes, rivers, dams and lagoons
all over the world. Meanwhile, diseases like ALS, Alzheimer’s and Parkinson’s are on the increase in many
countries. These illnesses are caused by the destruction
of the brain and nervous system. Are some of the smallest organisms on Earth to blame?
Have cyanobacteria become the hidden killer?

Burning the mortgage would save $1,600
a month. Think of what that extra money
could do to help expand and grow our
much needed space.
Because of you, we Sustained the Light
in February by meeting our pledge goal.
We hope everyone will participate
in burning the mortgage, but we don’t
want you to use your pledge money,
just anything you could afford above
and beyond your pledge.
(Special yellow envelopes will be available.)

We Sustained the Light –
now let’s Burn the Mortgage!
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All Faiths to Attend UUA’s
2019 General Assembly
The UUA’s Annual General Assembly will be held in
Spokane, Washington, from June 19-23, 2019. All Faiths
will be represented by three delegates, Chris Stotler,
Marsha Bates, and Janet Falk.
What do we want Unitarian Universalism to be? It is a
time when we are asking big questions in our faith, and
GA 2019 will be focused on digging into those questions
together. It is a critical chance for congregational leaders
and passionate UUs to set new goals and aspirations for
our religious community.
This year’s theme is about collective power, "The Power
of We," as well as the possibility, the purpose, the struggle
and the joy of what it means to be together in faithful community. In the past two years, Unitarian Universalism has
recommitted to the work of liberation inside and outside
our faith community. The antidote to a time of dangerous
dehumanization is a love that connects us to our deeper
humanity. Come to Spokane to experience what our shared
faith can become when we embrace the power of "we."

Connections
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2019 Summer Program

Highlights the UUA Sources
of Our Living Tradition

The Life and
Legacy of
Jacques Mayol

The Living Tradition we share
draws from many sources:

May 23, 2019
1:00 pm at All Faiths

June 30 - Doug Cartwright
Words and deeds of prophetic women and men, which
challenge us to confront powers and structures of evil
with justice, compassion, and the transforming power of
love.
July 07 - Carol Elrod
Wisdom from the world’s religions, which inspires us in
our ethical and spiritual life;
July 14 - Rev. Wayne Robinson
Direct experience of that transcending mystery and
wonder, affirmed in all cultures, which moves us to a
renewal of the spirit and an openness to the forces that
create and uphold life
July 21 - Greg Monk
Jewish and Christian teachings, which call us to respond
to God’s love by loving our neighbors as ourselves;
July 28 - Richard Keelan
Humanist teachings, which counsel us to heed the
guidance of reason and the results of science, and warn
us against idolatries of the mind and spirit;
August 04 - Joan Marshall
Spiritual teachings of Earth centered traditions, which
celebrate the sacred circle of life and instruct us to live in
harmony with the rhythms of nature.
August 11 – Rev. CJ McGregor
returns to Pulpit.
Summer services begin June 30, 2019 through August
4, 2019. Our minister will be on study leave/vacation
and will return to the pulpit on August 11, 2019. Our
summer service theme is our Six Sources. Special music
will be provided by our Music Director, Joseph Brauer,
The All Voices Choir, Darlene Mitchell, Kat Epple, and
others.
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A documentary of Dottie Mayol's father, Jacques Mayol,
will be shown at All Faiths on Thursday, May 23 at 1:00
p.m. The movie premiered in Miami Beach in March of
2018.
Jacques Mayol, during part of his life, set many records
in the field of apnea diving. He corroborated with scientists and doctors to discover the bodily changes that occur
at various depths on breathhold dives. His deepest dive,
which was sanctioned and filmed, was to -105 meters (approx. 315ft). This film will immerse the viewer into the
Mediterranean, India, Japan, Bahamas, and other exotic
locales.
This is a biographical movie, unlike The Big Blue from
1988, which was fictional and very loosely based on the
record dives of two living men: Jacques Mayol and Enzo
Maiorca. Neither man was happy with the way he was portrayed in that film!
Free-diving, also called breathhold diving, has become
an extreme sport in which some participants have lost their
lives. Don't try it without proper training!

LIFE Wraps it Up
The LIFE Nehemiah Action was a great success this year.
Regina Kilmartin and Bill Snider are thankful for your support.
800 community members showed up to the Action at South
Fort Myers High School on a rainy night; 65 representing All
Faiths were in attendance. That's a record! Thank you. We
hope you can join us for the Celebration on May 28th. It's a
celebration of accomplishments and recognition of those who
worked so hard on the issue of affordable housing this year.
LIFE CELEBRATION
Tuesday, May 28 - 7pm
Mount Hermon Ministries
2856 Douglas Ave., Fort Myers 33916
Network members will come together to share our story,
celebrate our victories. Hors d'oeuvres and potluck to
follow.

Connections
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May Adult Ed. Forums

May 2019 Messages

Sundays at 9:30 a.m.

One Service: 10:30 a.m.

May 05 - Racial Justice Team Forum,
led by Rachel Spiller

May Theme: Courage
May 05 - Buzz, Swarm or Sting,
by Rev. CJ McGregor
Music by Joseph Brauer & Debo Kumi
on Dulcimer
Worship Associate – Regina Kilmartin
Kitchen Supply Drive for Homeless
May 12 - Olympia Brown: Mother of Ministry,
by Rev. CJ McGregor
Music by Joseph Brauer & Joan Marshall
Worship Associate – Carol Elrod
Share the Plate – Holidays without
Hunger
May 19 - The Ethics of Risk,
by Rev. CJ McGregor
Music by Joseph Brauer
Worship Associate – Diane Cartwright
McGregor Clinic Collection
May 26 - A Legacy of Courage, by Joyce Ramay
Music by Joseph Brauer, The All Voices
Choir, and the Congregation
Worship Associate – Susan Meissner
Memorial Day Lunch

May 12 - Christianity: The Radical Edge
led by Joyce Ramay
May 19 - Christianity: Catholic, Orthodox, Protestant
led by Joyce Ramay
May 26 - No Forum – Memorial Day Lunch
June 02 - Understanding Mental Illness & Risk
Factors, led by Richard Keelan

May Children's RE

Sundays During the 10:30 a.m. Service
May 05 - Today we will learn about Olympia Brown, the
first woman to be ordained in the Universalist tradition.
May 12 - Today we will celebrate Mother's Day
May 19 - Today we will explore our special gifts through
art and song. We will explore the special gifts we have that
we share with the congregation and be reminded of the gift
they are to our common worship.
May 26 - Today we will learn the history of Memorial
Day.

Board of Directors'

Cleaning Crew Schedule

At the April meeting, the Board of Directors placed
Large Print Hymnals on their wish list. The wish list
is for things we need that were not included in the budget. The hymnals cost about $50 each and we would
like to purchase at least five of them. If you would
like to make a donation towards the purchase of large
print hymnals, please write "hymnals" on your check
or contact Regina at 239-226-0900.
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Before

Crew

1st Sunday - Ed Kleinow & Joyce Ramay
2nd Sunday - Doug Deininger & Mary Ellen Fritz
3rd Sunday - The Spillers
4th Sunday - Can You Fill This Spot?
5th Sunday - Solos Group
Thank you all for doing such a great job all year.
We need a few more volunteers.
If you can help, please call the office 239-226-0900
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Community Room Art

Treasurer's Report
by Sharon Gray, Treasurer

The following is the accounting of our finances through
March 31, 2019. April's details were not yet finalized.

		
		

Do you have any pieces of art you would like to display
in the Community Room? Over the past several years All
Faiths' members and friends have shared their artwork with
the congregation by displaying it on the walls in the Community Room and foyer. If you have between four and six
original pieces and/or collections, we invite you to use our
space to exhibit them. Please contact Twink Markytan or
Dottie Mayol to make arrangments at jmarkytan@hotmail.
com or d_mayol@hotmail.com, or call the office at 239226-0900.

Americana Community
Music Association

May 2019 Concert Line-Up
Concerts Start at 7pm
$15 General Public/$10 ACMA Members
www.AmericanACMA.org

Saturday - May 4
Robert Bidney - CD Release
w. special guest, Fernando Perdomo
Saturday - May 11
Tim McGeary
w. Bill Veach opening
Saturday - May 18
Dan Navarro
w. Andy Getch opening
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March 2019
INCOME
$ 26,078
EXPENSES 17,747
NET GAIN $ 8,331

MARCH CASH ASSETS (after payroll deducted)
General Operating Funds
$14,289
Operating Reserves		
46,607 		
Legacy Account		
36,230		
Paypal		
435		
Capital Fund
4,231
Total cash assets		
$101,879
Fiscal Year 2018 to Date (12 Months)
INCOME
$229,467
EXPENSES
$224,622
LESS SHARE THE PLATE ($ 1,420)
NET GAIN
$ 3,425
The new fiscal year began on April 1, 2019. If you
did not submit a pledge card or are a newcomer, you can
still get one from the office by calling 239-226-0900.
In May, the Stewardship Committee will kick off its
“Burn the Mortgage Campaign.” Howard Silverman has
taken the lead and started off the campaign by donating
an extra $100 a month toward our mortgage principal.
Our mortgage payments are $1,600/mo. There’s a call to
help pay down /off our $151,000 total mortgage. There
are special envelopes for those who can help “burn the
mortgage.” We will have a party when that happens!!
Our financial review team has been selected and will
begin the annual evaluation of our financial processes.
Ed Kleinow, Peter Erickson and Linda Runkle will begin that task in May. A report to the Congregation will
follow with their findings.
Every one of us is a steward of All Faiths. How will
you take care of our loving Community?
Your gifts of time, talents, treasures and stewardship
are greatly appreciated.

Connections

May 2019

Children's RE
Sundays During 10:30 Service

Learn to Make Mexican
Paper Flowers!
Save the Date - Tuesday, May 14 at 2 p.m. - $5
The Heart for the Homeless Team is sponsoring a
class in making Mexican paper flowers (pictured below). They are beautiful, inexpensive, and simple to
create. The cost is $5.00 per person. Judy Alberda is
the instructor. All proceeds go to helping the homeless. You can find a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board.
Children are welcome.

Embodying a faith development focus for our congregation, our programs and resources for all ages nurture
Unitarian Universalist identity and spiritual growth, creating a transforming faith and vital communities of justice and love. Classes run through June 30th.

All Faiths Unitarian Congregation
2756 McGregor Blvd., Fort Myers, Florida 33901

Phone: (239) 226-0900 Fax: (239) 278-5743
Email: office@allfaiths-uc.org
Website: www.allfaiths-uc.org
Executive Board: Chris Stotler, Chair; Doug Cartwright, Vice-Chair; Sharon Gray, Treasurer;
Ed Elrod, Secretary; Diane Cartwright, Past Chair.
Directors: Peter Erickson, Barbara Gaiser, Annely Hudanick, Eileen Moran, Rachel Spiller.
Staff: Regina Kilmartin, Administrator; Joseph Brauer, Music Director; Joe Gayton, Sexton; Robert Bennett, Hospitality
Communications
Regina Kilmartin
Newsletter
Regina Kilmartin
Proofreaders
Carol Elrod,
Joyce Ramay
Social Media & Website
Regina Kilmartin,
Kendra Maroon, Sharon Gray
Adult Education Forums
Sunday Service Team
Joyce Ramay

Member Services
Greeters
Fran Way
Care and Support
Joyce Ramay
Finance
Joyce Ramay
Stewardship Committee
Howard Silverman & Janet Falk
Nominating Committee
Kathleen Weber

Minister: Rev. CJ McGregor - Cell: 508-736-3361
Minister Emeritus: The Rev. Dr. Wayne Robinson

Deadline for the June/July Issue of Connections
is May 17
(Brief announcements may be accepted later,
and will be included if space and time permit.)
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Sunday Services
Joyce Ramay
Sound Technician
Ed Elrod
Building and Grounds
Michael Pierre
Social Action & Outreach
Climate Action Team
Joan Marshall
Community Events
Richard Keelan

Heart for the Homeless
Judy Alberda & Barbara Gaiser
Racial Justice Team
Rachel Spiller
Hunger Team
t/b/d
L.I.F.E.
Bill Snider, Regina Kilmartin,
McGregor Clinic
Joyce Schaffer
Mano a Mano
Charlotte Blitt
Operation Joy
Annely Hudanick

OFFICE HOURS: 9am to 4pm, Monday thru Thurs;
9am to 12pm, Friday and Sunday.
Congregational Administrator: Regina Kilmartin

Connections

May 2019

