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Mission Statement
“All Faiths
Unitarian Congregation
is a welcoming,
caring community,  
seeking diversity,  
practicing openness, 
and encouraging 
personal and spiritual 
growth.
“We are working 
toward a  just, 
free, peaceful and 
compassionate 
world.”

sion points for reopening and 
closing. Services will be open 
when the Lee County COVID 
Positivity Rate is 5% or less. 
If the rate is 7%, we limit the 
number of service attendees.  
A 10% rate will cause us to 
return to live-streaming only.  
The Board will continue to 
monitor the situation and 
make changes as needed.

The deck replacement situ-
ation has changed.  Compli-
cations developed regarding 
funding the full replacement 
with a new deck. Therefore, 
the Board will secure a con-
tractor to demolish the exist-
ing deck and later develop it 
as a patio area.  

Your Board agreed to cre-
ate a new standing committee, 
the Child and Youth Programs 
Committee which Rachel 
Spiller has agreed to lead.  It 
will help plan and implement 
programs for our youth. The 
kids, like some of the rest of 
us, are getting "Zoom burn-
out" and need more in-person 

Board Notes  by Chris Stotler, Board Chair

Your Board of Directors 
met October 20, 2021 via 
Zoom.  We are glad to see 
“snowbirds” starting to re-
turn south.  Welcome back!

Recently, you received a 
letter challenging you to help 
pay off the mortgage earlier 
than previously planned. If 
we can pay off the mortgage 
this church year, it will be 
easier to meet new budget 
needs for next year.  These 
budget increases include es-
tablishing a Capital Reserves 
fund needed to cover repair 
and replacement costs as the 
needs arise, providing over-
due pay increases for our 
staff, and addressing other 
congregational needs that 
have been delayed.  Through 
the Burn- the-Mortgage do-
nations received over the past 
couple of years, we’ve made 
good progress towards retir-
ing that debt in 2024.  How-
ever, we hope to do better.  If 
you haven’t been participat-
ing in the original challenge, 
we invite you to join the ef-

fort at whatever level works 
for you. For those who have 
been contributing, we would 
like you to consider making a 
lump sum donation this year 
that is equal to the amount 
you would make in the next 
2-1/2 years. We understand 
that not everyone can make 
that lump- sum payment, but 
any additional donations will 
be helpful. We have received 
major donations in the past 
month including a gift of 
$10,000 from the Estate of 
Martha Valiant, M.D., friend 
and partner of  Janet Falk. 
Working/giving together we 
can eliminate the $1,600 per 
month mortgage payment.

The re-opening of services 
has been a fluid process.  Be-
cause Lee County’s COVID 
positivity test rate has fallen, 
the Executive Committee 
voted to open services start-
ing October 17 for those who 
are vaccinated.  Masks are 
required inside the building. 
The Board established deci-

All Faiths Collection Schedule 
  

Monthly Share-the-Plate 
(Please write organization and amount in the memo line of your check.)  

November - Operation Joy (Christmas for Children)
 
Special Collections 
 
November 21 - Socks collection for the Heart for the Homeless Team
December -  Special Collection for Employee Bonuses
 
The October Share-the-Plate raised $255 for Meals of Hope

activities. Since not all the 
kids can be vaccinated, the ac-
tivities will be held outdoors. 
Volunteers are needed to help 
with the increasing outdoor 
activities.

Linda Runkle and Ed 
Kleinow, assisted by Regina 
Kilmartin and John Conrad, 
completed the Annual Finan-
cial Review for the past fiscal 
year.  The review concluded 
that All Faiths’ policies and 
procedures had been followed 
and transactions were accu-
rately recorded. Thanks to the 
Paycheck Protection Program 
loan that was forgiven by 
the government, by limiting 
expenses, and thanks to the 
continued support of the con-
gregation in meeting pledges, 
we ended this past fiscal year 
with a small net gain in total 
assets.

During the next month(s) 
the Board will be looking at 
a new Mission Statement, 
including the words “Justice, 

(continued on page 3)
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Board Notes  (Cont'd from page 2)

From McGregor Boulevard  
by Rev. CJ McGregor

I wonder if you know or 
have met anyone who is trans-
gendered.  Many of  us do not 
have relationships with a trans 
person and may be confused 
about transgenderism, how to 
offer support, how to be in-
clusive, or how to be an ally.  
There is still no statewide law 
that prohibits discrimina-
tion against the LGBTQ+ 
community.  This means, in 
Florida, a trans person can be 
fired from their job, denied 
housing, denied service in a 
restaurant and other venues all 
because they are transgenered. 
2021 is on pace to be the dead-
liest  year yet for people who 
are transgenedered.  Trans-
phobia, unemployment, pov-
erty, and homelessness can put 
trans people at risk for greater 
violence.  Their mental health 
is at greater risk as a result of 
all they endure.  As Unitarian 
Universalists we need to bear 

witness to the lives of trans 
people.

Each year between Novem-
ber 13 – 19, people and orga-
nizations around the country 
participate in Transgender 
Awareness Week to help raise 
the visibility about transgen-
der people and address issues 
members of the community 
face.  November 20 is named 
Transgeneder Day of Remem-
brance.  This is an annual 
observance  that honors the 
memory of the transgender 
people whose lives were lost 
in acts of anti-transgender vio-
lence that year.

I've planned two special 
programs this month high-
lighting our need to better un-
derstand the trans community 
and how to be an ally.  On No-
vember 20 each year the Fort 
Myers community schedules a 
Transgeneder Day of Remem-
brance..  I hope you will show 
up to honor the lives lost.  We 
also need to show the trans 
community that they have al-
lies in us.  If we are to build the 
community we dream about 
and live our Unitarian Uni-
versalist values, we will find 
some way to bear witness.

        – Blessings, CJ

Joys & Sorrows
With our apologies for any omissions, here are the joys & 

sorrows expressed by our members in October.

John Conrad had emergency surgery for complications 
of kidney stones and urinary tract infection. We hope 
that he has a good recovery.

Janet Falk was involved in a car accident as she 
experienced a TIA while driving. We hope that she has a 
speedy recovery. 

Ed Fulker has been transferred to hospice at Shell 
Point. We hope that he receives good care there.

Rev. CJ McGregor and Richard Keelan celebrated 
their 17th wedding anniversary. We wish them many 
more happy years together.

Elaine Leventhal had breathing problems, was 
hospitalized and died. She was a longtime member and 
supporter of our congregation. We extend our sympathy 
to her family.  

Ruth O’Neil has metastatic melanoma. She entered 
hospice in Colorado to be close to her son. She has 
happy memories of her time at All Faiths. 

Carol Siferd remains in Ohio for after-surgery care. We 
hope that she recovers well so that she can return home 
soon.  

Joyce Ramay
Care and Support Coordinator

Status of Giving 
 

Equity and Compassion,” and a new Vision Statement.  
Comments or suggestions for your Board of Directors 

can be emailed to All Faiths or you can contact me (239-
770-0795 or gcstotler@gmail.com) or other Board mem-
bers.  

Our next board meeting is scheduled for November17, 
2021, at All Faiths, starting at 1:00PM.

All Faiths' fiscal (budget) year runs from April 1, 2021 
through March 31, 2022.  November marks the eighth month 
of our fiscal year.  In January you will receive a year-end tax 
letter for donations made during the calendar year, January 1, 
2021 through December 31, 2021.  

If you need to know the status of your giving and/or pledges 
so far, please contact the office and Regina will be happy to 
provide that information to you.

We appreciate your generosity and support throughout the 
year, and all of your gifts of Time, Talent and Treasure.    
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Happening at All Faiths 
Happy November 
   Birthday to you!

 

Contact:  Annely Hudanick, 
annelyblue@hotmail.com

November 5     Linda Runkle
November 6    Ginger Rasmussen
November 14   Ariel Hoover
November 15   Doug Deininger  
November 17   Mildred Smith 
November 21   David Hauenstein 
November 21   Judy Kay
November 22   Ernie Reid
November 22   Carrie Feind
November 23   Jim Nathan
November 26   Jane Broadstone
 

Solos Group Events 

Everyone is welcome to join the Solos 
for outings and lunches. 

  

And Coming Up...

If you are missing or see someone 
who is missing from the birthday 
roster, please let Regina know.

  

Saturday, November 13, 1:00 p.m. 
The Standard 

Page Field Commons

Don't lose track of your Solos friends. 
Check your email for details. 

BUILDING YOUR OWN THEOLOGY 
Online via Zoom - Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m.  

https://zoom.us/j/7787257501
Facilitated by Rev. CJ McGregor 

Based on the assumption that everyone is their own theologian, 
this program invites us to develop our own personal credos, the 
fundamental religious beliefs, values, and convictions that inform 
and direct our lives. 

This is an eight-week program and will replace the 10 o'clock scholar 
program for these eight weeks. You can participate in single sessions 
or all eight sessions. 

November 3 - Session 7 
We Are the Meaning Makers
 
November 10 - Session 8 
Imperatives of My Theology
 
November 17 - Session 9 
Wrapping it Up

December 6    Sharon Gray
December 9    Scott Kilhefner

TEN O'CLOCK SCHOLAR 
Online via Zoom - Wednesdays at 10:00 a.m.  

https://zoom.us/j/7787257501 
Facilitated by Rev. CJ McGregor

LONG STRANGE TRIP

November 10  - Part One:  In The Beginning
November 17  - Part Two:  The Birth of Unitarianism
November 24  - No program  (Continues in December)

November 12 - We will discuss the issues of discrimination, 
prejudice, and violence that affect the transgender community. 

November 19 - Roundtable:  Who are transgender people? Join us 
as stories and experiences are shared.

TRANSGENDER AWARENESS 
Online via Zoom - Fridays at 10:00 a.m.  

https://zoom.us/j/7787257501 
Facilitated by Rev. CJ McGregor

https://zoom.us/j/7787257501
https://zoom.us/j/7787257501
https://zoom.us/j/7787257501
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9:00am 
News Talk w. 

Richard Keelan

10:30am 
Service & Child & 

Youth Program 
 
 

7pm 
Youth RE Zoom 

Gathering w. 
Chantel Rhodes

7pm 
Youth RE Zoom 

Gathering w. 
Chantel Rhodes

7pm 
Youth RE Zoom 

Gathering w. 
Chantel Rhodes

12pm - Zoom 
Book Club

1:30pm - Zoom 
Climate Action 

Team Mtg. 

2pm 
Homeless Team

10am - Zoom
Racial Equity

Meeting

10am 
Zoom 

Sun. Service Mtg. 1pm
Solos Lunch 

(Pg. 4)

7pm - Zoom 
Odyssey with 

Bob Way 
 

6:30pm - Zoom 
LIFE Research 
Kickoff Zoom 

Meeting 
 

(No Lectio Divina)

7pm 
Zoom 

Lectio Divina

7pm 
Zoom 

Lectio Divina

No Lectio 
Divina

6:30pm-Zoom 
Building Your 

Own Theology 

10am-Zoom 
10 O'Clock 

Scholar-Long 
Strange Trip 

9:00am 
News Talk w. 

Richard Keelan

10:30am 
Service & Child & 

Youth Program 
 

11:30 am 
Talk Back

9:00am 
News Talk w. 

Richard Keelan

10:30am 
Service & Child & 

Youth Program 
 
 

Thanksgiving 
Day

November 2021 Calendar 
         Sunday                 Monday             Tuesday              Wednesday          Thursday               Friday              Saturday

7

14

21

28
See the calendar on-line:   

http://www.allfaiths-uc.org
Updates & Corrections will be on 

the website in Red Print.  

3

10

17

24

31

4

11

18

25

5

12

19

26

6

13

20

27

2

9

16

23

30

1

8

15

22

29

1pm
Board Meeting 

10 am 
Finance Mtg.

9:00am 
News Talk w. 

Richard Keelan

10:30am 
Service & Child & 

Youth Program 
on Facebook 

 
7pm 

Zoom 
Lectio Divina

6:30pm-Zoom 
Building Your 

Own Theology 

10am-Zoom 
10 O'Clock 

Scholar-Long 
Strange Trip 

6:30pm-Zoom 
Building Your 

Own Theology 

10 am 
Transgender 
Awareness 

Program 
(Page 4)

10 am 
Transgender 
Awareness 

Program 
(Page 4)

Hanukkah 
Begins

Veterans 
Day

Turn clocks 
back 1 Hour 

before you go 
to bed!
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November 2021 
Sunday Worship Services  

"Forgiveness" 

Nov. 7 – Midnight Mass
by Rev. CJ McGregor

Worship Associate – Doug Cartwright 
Music by Gwen Wahman

Nov. 14 – Forgiving All the Disappointments
by Rev. CJ McGregor

Worship Associate – Regina Kilmartin 
Music by Robert Bidney

Nov. 21 -Turkey Day Helpline 
by Rev. CJ McGregor

Worship Associate – Michelle Gemma
Music by Robert Bidney

Nov. 28 – A Hanukkah Message
by Rabbi Bruce Diamond

Service Led by Rev. CJ McGregor
Music by Gwenn Wahman

In House & Live on Facebook at 10:30 a.m. 
 

Recorded services can be viewed at www.allfaithsuu.org 
or on our YouTube channel. 

News Talk with Richard Keelan  
9:00 a.m. on Zoom 

 
Child & Youth Program 

10:30 a.m. on Zoom 
(Confirm Dates on Calendar) 

Child and Youth Programs 
for November 2021 

 
 
 

Nov. 7th - Rachel Spiller will host a connection be-
tween students and the Heart for the Homeless social 
action team. Students will receive thought provoking 
information from this social action team regarding 
those who are experiencing homelessness. Students 
will learn ways that homelessness is being addressed 
locally. 

Nov. 14th - Eliel Cruz, LGBTQ activist and founder 
of the #FaithfullyLGBT campaign. Eliel is a co-orga-
nizer for the Brooklyn Liberation March: An Action 
for Black Trans Lives, which drew an estimated 20,000 
people in June 2020.

Nov. 21st - Brian McLaren, one of the founders of 
the Wild Goose festival and author of many progres-
sive Christian books.

Nov. 28th - Samir Selmanović, an author and speak-
er whose own life experiences growing up in Croatia 
with both Muslim and Christian family, surrounded by 
both capitalism and communism, helped him see the 
Divine and the connectedness of all people in unique 
ways.

Sunday Programs

The date is set! Get ready for lots of sunshine, dirt and 
art. We are going on a field trip to Shakers Acres art farm 
located in North Fort Myers, FL. 

In addition to exploring the farm, students will have the 
opportunity to make their own Chalice. Having a chalice 
at home can remind students of their own faith and their 
commitment to engage the world with compassion.

Students who participate in the Child and Youth Pro-
gram at All Faiths are encouraged to invite friends to this 
event.  

When: Saturday, December 4th at 1:00 pm
Where: Shakers Acres
I will follow up with registration information as we 

get closer to the date. If you have any questions, please 
feel free to contact me at 239-687-9858. 

Also, if you’d like assistance with transportation on 
that day, please let me know.

With love,  
Chantel Rhodes, CYP Director 

Child & Youth Field Trip 
Make Your Own Chalice!

http://www.allfaithsuu.org
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Climate Action Team News 
by Joan Marshall, Chair

Perhaps the most historic event ever concerning climate change is happening this month in Glas-
gow, Scotland.  The success or failure of this event will have profound implications for the future 
livability of our planet.  Here's what to watch for according to U.S. News and World Report.

"At the Paris climate conference in 2015, countries agreed to work to keep global warming well 
below 2 degrees Celsius (3.6 Fahrenheit), aiming for 1.5 C (2.7 F). If COP21 in Paris was the agree-
ment on a destination, COP26 is the review of itineraries and course adjustments.

The bad news is that countries aren't on track. They were required this year to submit new action plans – known as 
national determined contributions, or NDCs. The U.N.'s latest tally of all the revised plans submitted in advance of the 
Glasgow summit puts the world on a trajectory to warm 2.7 C (4.86 F), well into dangerous levels of climate change, 
by the end of this century.

The Climate Action Team Meets on 1st Tuesday of the Month at 1:30 p.m. 
ZOOM link:  https://zoom.us/j/7787257501

The U.N. Environment Programme's Emissions Gap Report, released Oct. 26, 2021, shows the national pledges so 
far fall well short of the Paris Agreement goals. UNEP

All eyes are on the G-20, a group of leading world economies that together account for almost 80% of global emis-
sions. Their annual summit takes place in Rome on Oct. 30-31, immediately before COP26 begins.

Some key G-20 countries have not submitted their updated plans yet, including India. Brazil, Mexico, Australia and 
Russia have filed plans that are not in line with the Paris Agreement.

Details of how China will achieve its climate goals are now emerging, and the world is poring over them to see how 
China will strengthen its 2030 emissions reduction target, which currently involves cutting emissions 65% per unit of 
gross domestic product, moving up the date when the country's emissions growth will peak, and setting industrial pro-
duction targets for other greenhouse gases, such as methane."

https://unfccc.int/process-and-meetings/the-paris-agreement/the-paris-agreement
https://unfccc.int/process-and-meetings/the-paris-agreement/nationally-determined-contributions-ndcs/nationally-determined-contributions-ndcs
https://www.unep.org/resources/emissions-gap-report-2021
www.manoamano.org
https://www.unep.org/resources/emissions-gap-report-2021
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2021-07-23/g-20-ministers-stumble-over-coal-global-warming-targets
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2021-07-23/g-20-ministers-stumble-over-coal-global-warming-targets
https://www.g20.org/rome-summit.html
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2021-10-24/china-targets-non-fossil-energy-use-to-exceed-80-by-2060?sref=Hjm5biAW
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For the Homeless News                           
                     by Judy Alberda 

  The Heart for the Homeless Team continues the bike 
collection. The sign by our McGregor driveway has touched 
the hearts of  some of our neighbors. Many bikes  have been 
donated to the needy, with one now waiting for repair. This 
is an ongoing project. 

The Angel Wings benefit garage sale Saturday, October 
23 was a success, bringing needed funds to that wonderful 
organization that brings security and independence  to 
formerly homeless older women. 

Our team will be meeting with the children of the 
congregation, answering their questions and sharing our 
experiences regarding the homeless of our community. We 
received a $25 donation from a congregant who shares our 
concerns with a generous heart. 

A  sock drive will be announced to benefit the Homeless 
Day Resource Center of the Salvation Army.  That's the 
same place we take turns once a month bringing delicious 
and nutritious fruit for their coffee room.  Please reach out 
with kindness and compassion to those whose lives have 
led to difficult days.

SOCK DRIVE
Sunday, November 21, 2021 

sponsored by  
The Heart for the Homeless Team 

 
Benefiting the Homeless Day Resource 

Center of the Salvation Army 
 

New Socks are appreciated! 
Drop off at All Faiths

The garden team is grateful to Brian Bigelow for finding a 
great deal on two used compost bins. They are self-supported 
so the crumbling stand for the previous one is no longer a thorn 
in our sides!  

The dry season is requiring us to spend more time watering 
but with three of us each week, it is doable.The three are Judy 
Alberda, Linda Bigelow, and Cindy Crean. Another volunteer, 
Debbie Kopp, manages the rock/sign garden by herself once 
a month, plus watering the plants on the deck side of the 
property.  

Trimming, weeding, fertilizing, picking up plant debris, 
spraying and/or pulling weeds keeps us occupied, happily, I 
must say, for seasoned gardeners. We also pot the extras that 
become overgrown.  We received a $25.00 donation from 
those with a heart for the earth, and it is appreciated. 

I noticed six caterpillars today on the wild Alamanda in the 
large clay pot in the front. We are expecting!

Garden Team Updates                          
by Judy Alberda 

All Faiths holds the designation of "Welcoming Congre-
gation" having committed ourselves to the work of being 
a safe and supportive community for all LGBTQIA+ and 
trans people.  A new team has been added to our Social 
Action and Outreach Committee.  The LGBTQIA+ Team 
will function not unlike our Climate Action, Heart for the 
Homeless, and Racial Equity Teams.  It will educate and 
bring outreach and action opportunities to our members and 
friends.  Consider getting involved.  Leadership of the team 
will be announced soon.

The Board of Directors voted to create an additional com-
mittee of the Board.  The Child and Youth Programs Com-
mittee will be lead by Rachel Spiller.  The committee will 
provide support to Chantel Rhodes, recruit volunteers, and 
assist in making decisions for the program and recommen-
dations to the Board.

New LGBTQIA+ Team Formed                          

New Child & Youth Programs 
Committee FormedFormed                          
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LIFELee Interfaith for Empowerment 

UPDATES AND EVENTS 

by Marsha Bates, Team Leader
Greetings from CYP,
It’s hard to believe that we’re only two months away from 

closing out the year 2021! 
The holidays are upon us and we have plenty of reasons 

to be grateful for the gift of our youth. 
Last month we acknowledged LGBTQ+ history month, 

explored Paganism and discussed current events happening 
around the world. 

It pleased my heart to witness three of our youth making 
their presence known at the Ft. Myers Women’s March in 
early October. The students made signs, chanted and joined 
thousands of others across the country to defend the repro-
ductive rights of women. 

As the new year approaches our vision for the Child and 
Youth program has expanded to include outdoor meetings 
and field trips. Covid-19 continues to have a lasting and 
devastating impact on the world therefore we will be careful 
to exercise high precautions of distancing and masking as 
we adapt to the ‘new normal’. Outdoor programming will 
feature guest speakers from our Social Justice groups (Cli-
mate Action, Racial Equity & Equality and hunger/ home-
lessness.) We invite these passionate leaders to share with 
our students’ important information about their respective 
groups. 

One activity that we are looking forward to is the "Make 
your own Chalice" class made possible by Shakers Acres in 
North Ft. Myers. Students will be invited to enjoy sunshine, 
dirt and art as they learn more about the chalice and the sig-
nificant flame Unitarian Universalists have used for many 
years. We plan to welcome students from the community to 
this and other outdoor events in an effort to promote partici-
pation and awareness of who we are. 

As always, we invite congregants to join us for the first 
30 minutes of our Thursday evening meetings to chat and 
perhaps meet new faces. Please contact me at chantelrho-
des1908@gmail.com for the link.

With great gratitude, joy and expectation, we press for-
ward.

Child & Youth Program News 
by Chantel Rhodes, Director 

Annual Assembly Follow-up LIFE’s October 5th Annual 
Assembly (held online) drew more than 200 participants 
from 19 congregations. Participants, who had been polled 
before the event, chose Mental Health as the social justice 
issue LIFE should research in the upcoming year. At the 
same time, the Housing Team will continue its efforts re-
lated to affordable housing. Thank you to the 25 All Faiths 
network members who joined the on-line event.

Research Kickoff! Save the date! Join in LIFE’s on-line 
Research Kick-off meeting on Tuesday, November 2nd at 
6:30 pm. The meeting will kick off both the Housing and the 
Mental Health initiatives. The first half of the meeting will 
include all attendees; then attendees will be sent to either 
the Housing breakout room or the Mental Health breakout 
room, depending on the participant’s interest. Input from all 
who join will be used to develop strategies for tackling the 
issues and how to focus LIFE’s efforts most effectively. 

The link to join the zoom meeting: 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/3729424134 

Meeting ID: 372 942 4134
On Thursday, October 21, several All Faiths congregants 

joined a Zoom meeting held with Fort Myers City Coun-
cilwoman Darla Bonk.  We learned that the proposed  
Affordable Housing Trust Fund has been 80 percent drafted 
by the City Manager.  Ms. Bonk requested information from 
LIFE on specific language they were having trouble with.  
She also promised to keep LIFE and the status of the Trust 
Fund on the City Council Meeting agenda and suggested 
we keep showing up at every opportunity because we are 
being heard by the other council members.

Caring for Creation LIFE has signed a Memo of Under-
standing with Direct Action and Research Training (DART) 
that allows individual LIFE network members to participate 
in DART’S Caring for Creation initiative. (LIFE is a local 
chapter of DART, an organization whose mission is to train 
justice-oriented groups in effective strategies to help them 
achieve their social justice goals.)  Let Marsha Bates know 
if you are interested in supporting the Caring for Creation 
activities so she can relay information received from LIFE/
DART to you.

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/3729424134
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Starts November 10 via Zoom at 10 a.m.
Facilitated by Rev. CJ McGregor

This program is a six-session series detailing the his-
tory of Unitarian and Universalist thought from the be-
ginning of the Christian era to what we know today as 
Unitarian Universalism.  Discussion to follow.  You'll get 
to see actual places and events in our history.

Take the Long Strange Trip 
with Rev. CJ

Transgender Awareness 

The Hanukkah holiday is an old one. It honors the strug-
gle of ancient Jews to restore the Temple of Jerusalem.

Long ago, Judea was ruled by the Syrian king Antiochus, 
who said that Jews should give up worshipping Yahweh and 
worship the Greek gods instead.

The Jews didn't like this. They refused to abandon Yah-
weh. They decided to do something about it.

A man named Judah Maccabee assembled a group of 
people, and these people enlisted even more people, and fi-
nally there was an army. For three years, these Jews battled 
the Syrians for control of Judea. The Jews fought back and 
won.

They cleaned the Temple of Jerusalem, removing all 
Greek symbols and restoring the Jewish symbols. The job 
was finished on the 25th day of the month of Kislev. This 
is the day Hanukkah is celebrated. The day varies in the 
Western calendar.

To help celebrate, Judah and his followers lit an oil lamp. 
The supply of oil was very low, but this lamp stayed lit for 
eight days.

To honor this extraordinary event, Jews today celebrate 
the Eight Days of Hanukkah and call it the "Festival of 
Lights." They light a special eight-candle device called a 
menorah.

People today give each other gifts, make special foods, 
have special dinners, and remember their ancestors, who 
fought to take their temple back.

The Story of Hanukkah 
10 Ways to be More Welcoming and Inclusive

of Transgender People
1. Avoid making assumptions about gender identity or sex-

ual orientation.
2. Respect a person’s identity and self-label, and respect a 

person’s chosen name and pronouns. Practice offering your 
own pronouns when you meet new people.

3. Do not assume a trans person wants to speak about trans 
issues and only trans issues. Engage them in conversation and 
get to know them as you would anyone. Learn more about 
transgender identity and gender diversity on your own (con-
sider starting with the resources below).

4. Recognize that “transgender” is not a sexual orientation 
and educate yourself and others on the distinctions between 
sexual orientation and gender identity/expression. Don’t say 
“lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender” if you are only tak-
ing about sexuality. Recognize that a person can identify with 
more than one of those labels.

5. Use terms that encompass all genders rather than only 
two (e.g., “children” instead of “boys and girls”; “people” in-
stead of “women and men”; “siblings,” or “brothers and sisters 
and siblings of all genders” instead of “brothers and sisters”).

6. Review your congregation’s policies and procedures. For 
example, are gender-exclusive groups inclusive of trans men 
and women? Do people with non-binary identities have a way 
to be involved? If you use forms that ask for gender, is that in-
formation necessary? If it is, make it an open field if possible, 
and if not, include the option “Transgender” as well as a fill-in-
the-blank box, and allow people to check more than one box.

7. Talk to children about gender diversity. Provide age-ap-
propriate education around understanding one’s gender iden-
tity and how gender roles and norms play out in our society.

8. Designate gender neutral bathroom(s) and label all bath-
rooms in a welcoming way. Make sure your signs throughout 
your space point the way to all bathroom options.

9. Do continuing education for your congregation specifi-
cally on transgender issues and gender diversity. You might 
consider using one of the recommended curricula below, a 
film showing and discussion, a panel discussion, and/or a ser-
mon on the topic.

10. Learn about local and federal laws and how to change 
them if they are not inclusive (e.g., non-discrimination poli-
cies around employment, housing, credit, school and college 
admissions, and public accommodations; name changes; and 
gender marker changes). Follow the leadership of local and 
national transgender organizations.
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ACMA Happenings
The Americana Community Music Association's 
Facebook page is updated every Saturday with YouTube 
or music links from our scheduled artist for that date.  
Also check out new concerts outdoors at the Alliance 
for the Arts.

Saturday, November 6, 2021 - 7 P.M.
Grant Peeples

with special guest Roy Schneider 
and David Hintz opening 

 
The Listening Room at All Faiths 

2756 McGregor Blvd. 
Fort Myers, Florida 33901

General public $18/Member discount $12 
Donations at the Door

The safety of our audience, musicians and hosts is our 
top priority.  CDC COVID protocols observed. Masks 
required in the building, and we prefer that attendees 
be vaccinated.  Thank you for your cooperation so we 
can once again gather to enjoy live music in a listening 
atmosphere! 

 
Check ACMA Facebook or website: 

americanacma.org for more info.

November's Odyssey 
Bob Way

Monday,  November 15 at 7:00 p.m. 

Treasurer's Report 
by John Conrad, Treasurer 

    Balance Sheet:  Cash Assets – September 2021
    Iberiabank Checking         $  6,936 

     Iberiabank Op. Reserve       25,038   
            Live Oak Op. Res. CD        20,800

        Raymond James Legacy      36,977 
 Pay Pal                  35        
 Iberiabank Capital Fund        6,878  
   Total                  $ 96,664 

                         Prior Month          104,790
                     Net Loss     ($ - 8,127)

                  September 2021 Profit & Loss 
 Operating Income      $   9,790
 Operating Expense          15,008
                      Net Loss           ($  -5,218)                  

   
Comments:
• Revenue/Operating Income decreased in September, 

compared to August.  This is typical most years as con-
gregants are traveling. 

• The outstanding mortgage principal at the end of Sep-
tember was $61,851.98. This reflects significant progress 
because on April 1, 2019 the mortgage principal balance 
was $151,234.48! Special thanks to all the congregants 
who have made generous additional donations to “Burn the 
Mortgage!” In the last 12-month period, the mortgage bal-
ance decreased by $36,673.21.

• The Capital Reserve Study, approved by the Board 
earlier this year, has been completed.  Our goal now is to 
incorporate the funding of the reserves in our upcoming 
2022/2023 fiscal year budget.  The reserves would be used 
for future anticipated capital expenses, such a air-condi-
tioners, roofs, carpeting replacement, et cetera.

• In September, $150.00 was collected for One Tree (Cli-
mate Action Team).

Bob Way is a founding member of All 
Faiths and one of our talented in-house 
crooners. Bob and his better half, Fran, 
have long been involved in the growth 
and development of All Faiths and 
have served the congregation in many 
capacities.  Please join us on November 
15 at 7:00 p.m., via Zoom. Hosted 

by Rev. CJ with Q&A to follow.  Link sent prior to 
program.
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Communications 
Newsletter 

Regina Kilmartin 
Proofreaders 
Carol Elrod 

Joyce Ramay
Social Media & Website 

Regina Kilmartin,  
Sharon Gray, Becky Ross
Adult Education Forums 

Sunday Service Team 
Joyce Ramay 

Richard Keelan

Member Services 
Fran Way
Greeters 

Marsha Bates
Care and Support 

Joyce Ramay
Finance 

Joyce Ramay
Stewardship Committee 

Marsha Bates
Nominating Committee 

Lisa Leonhardt

Sound Technician 
Ed Elrod

Building and Grounds 
Bob DiGalbo 
Judy Alberda

Social Action & Outreach
Climate Action Team 

Joan Marshall
Community Events 

Richard Keelan
Heart for the Homeless 

Barb McFarlane

 All Faiths Unitarian Congregation 
2756 McGregor Blvd., Fort Myers, Florida 33901

Phone: (239) 226-0900 – Email: office@allfaithsuu.org – Website: www.allfaithsuu.org
Executive Board: Chris Stotler, Chair; Rachel Spiller, Vice Chair; John Conrad, Treasurer; 

Ed Elrod, Secretary; Diane Cartwright, Past Chair.
Directors:  Marge DiGalbo, Peter Erickson, Eileen Moran, Ernie Reid, Linda Runkle.

Staff:  Regina Kilmartin, Administrator;  Chantel Rhodes, Child & Youth Programs Director; Joe Gayton, Sexton.
Minister Emeritus: The Rev. Dr. Wayne Robinson

Minister: Rev. CJ McGregor - Cell: 508-736-3361

Deadline for the December Issue of Connections
is November 18 

(Brief announcements may be accepted later, 
and will be included if space and time permit.)

OFFICE HOURS: 9am to 4pm, Monday–Thurs; 
9am to 12pm, Friday & Sunday.

Congregational Administrator:  Regina Kilmartin

Racial Equity Team 
t/b/d

L.I.F.E. 
Marsha Bates, Lana Cowell, 

Barb McFarlane
Mano a Mano 
Charlotte Blitt

Operation Joy & Solos Group 
Annely Hudanick
Animal Ministry 

Sharon Gray
Child & Youth Program 

Committee 
Rachel Spiller

Look for Charlotte Blitt at the table filled 
with exotic hand-made crafts! 

Here’s a chance to get some of your holiday shopping 
done early at All Faiths! We all know that hand-made crafts 
make beautiful and treasured gifts! Moreover, the proceeds 
go to a very worthy cause – Mano a Mano, the non-profit 
founded by our very own Joan and Segundo Velasquez to 
improve the lives of the very poor in rural Bo livia in South 
America.

Member Charlotte Blitt coordinates this effort every year. 
Among the items for sale will be beautiful shawls, sweat-
ers, potholders, glass es cases, finger puppets, totes bags, 
and small purses. 

To learn more about Mano a Mano, its many activities 
and opportu nities to volunteer, visit www.manoamano.org.

Mano a Mano Craft Sale 
December 5, 2021 at Service

www.manoamano.org

